A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The Main Consequences of the Famine. The con-
sequences of the Irish Famine, if we regard those that concern
the history of England alone, may be put under seven heads
each of which will be seen to be of the very first moment!
These are:
 (1)	As a secondary consequence of the Famine the Irish
race as a whole increased very largely throughout the nine-
teenth century and was parent to, and connected with, a very
large belt of population semi-Irish in descent and under Irish
influence.
 (2)	Native Ireland—that is, the Irish race in its own land-
was so maimed that men discuss to this day whether it can be
restored to its original place in these islands.
 (3)	In various ways the Famine gravely affected directly and
indirectly the relations between this country and others, notablv
America.

 (4)	A further indirect effect of the Irish Famine was the
giving of full scope to the Irish political genius, which is of the
highest order: it has everywhere been used against England since
the Famine.
 (5)	Yet another effect was the gradual accumulation in the
New World of reserves from which renewed Irish effort could
be supported.
 (6)	Again, the Famine founded and established a small but
active Catholic colony in Britain, which now constitutes the bulk
of the Catholic body in England, Wales, and Scotland.
(7)	It was as an ultimate consequence of the Irish Famine
that the English Parliamentary system was reduced from the
vigorous organ of government it had been in the mid-nineteenth
century to what we have before us to-day.
I will deal with these points briefly in detail.
(i) The Expansion of the Irish Race. The evictions consequent
upon the Famine spread the Irish race throughout the English-
speaking world. Great numbers of them had passed to the
various Catholic countries during the eighteenth century, as a
consequence of the breach of the Treaty of Limerick. But those
numbers were small compared with the total of the Irish people,
and they were drawn largely from the educated classes, who were
refused the right to follow professions or even, till lately, to own
land in their own country. Their absence weakened the Irish
nation, but did not cause it to expand abroad as a coherent body;
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